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Step 1: Come together

Stuff you need: the book The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle, a blanket, Miracle Poster

Preparation: On a sheet of poster board write, “Miracle! 1. An amazing event 2. No person has the 
power to do 3. Only God can perform, or specifically give someone the power to perform (This is the 
Miracle Poster.)

Spread out a blanket or two for children to sit on and read The Very Hungry Caterpillar aloud to the 
children. If you have a small group, you can sit on the floor, too. If you have a larger group, it will be 
easier for children to see pictures if you sit in a chair.

When you are finished say, “In this story, the caterpillar ate and ate and ate, and finally wrapped 
himself up in a cocoon. It looked like he was dead. But inside that cocoon, God performed a 
miracle. He turned that caterpillar into a beautiful butterfly! What is a miracle?”

Show and read the Miracle Poster.

Say, “In the next few weeks, we will talk about more miracles God performed. Today we are 
going to learn about the most amazing miracle God ever performed—even more amazing than 
turning a caterpillar into a butterfly.”

Step 2: hear the Story

First, read aloud Chapter 27, “Jesus Has Risen!” from The Story for Little Ones.

Follow the directions to present the following Bible story.

Stuff you need: a locked door in your classroom (If you don’t have a locked door in your classroom, 
use a doorknob safety cover, found in the baby-proofing section of discount stores.); a brightly 
colored posterboard, such as yellow or orange, with clouds drawn on it

Preparation: Put the cloud poster on your locked door.

Bible Basis: Matthew 28:2–8, 16–20; Luke 24:36–49; John 21:1–6

Bible Verse: “[The angel said,] ‘He is not here! He has risen, just as he said he would.’”  
—Matthew 28:6, NIrV

Bible Point: God gave Jesus new life. He can give you a new life too, if you ask him.

Resource: The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 27: “Jesus Has Risen!”

JeSUS haS rISeN!
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Let’s pretend that on the other side of this door is heaven. Heaven is perfect. There is no sin 
there; everyone make good choices. Because people sin here on Earth, we are not perfect. So, 
if I’m not perfect, I can’t go to a perfect place, can I? So the door to heaven is locked to me. 
(Have a few children come up and try to open the locked door.)

There is no way that any human being could open that door. But we have been learning all 
year that God loves us! He loves us very much! He wants to help us and spend time with us, 
and most of all, he wants us to come live with him in heaven forever. God did not want us to 
be locked out of heaven. But our sins are a problem. Our sin is what locks us out of heaven. So 
God sent his only Son, Jesus, to open heaven up. Remember, Jesus was perfect. He did not sin 
or do anything wrong while he was here on Earth.  And even more special, Jesus decided to 
pay my penalty for me—to help me get into heaven with his father. And Jesus was willing to do 
anything he had to, to help us all.

Last week we learned that the Romans killed Jesus. His followers thought they would never see 
him again. They thought the door to heaven would always be locked. Jesus’ body was placed  
in a cave, which was where they buried people. (Refer back to the cross from last week’s lesson.)

On the third day after Jesus died, a group of Jesus’ followers rolled back the stone that was in 
front of the grave. Jesus’ body was gone.

“Where is he?” some women asked.

An angel told them, “He is not here! He has risen!” Jesus had risen from the dead, which proved 
that he had beaten sin and death and had paid our penalty. Jesus’ death and resurrection opened 
the locked door to heaven. (Open the locked door, or take off the child safety cover.) Jesus had been 
dead. He had no life in him, and God raised him from the dead. That is a miracle!

If you believe that Jesus unlocked the door to heaven, pray with me.

Pray with the children:

We admit that we are sinners, and we ask for forgiveness. (Children repeat.)

We believe you died on the cross and rose again from the dead. (Children repeat.)

We ask you to be our Savior. (Children repeat.)

Say, “Remember, God raised Jesus from the dead and gave him a new life. Anytime, anywhere, 
you can ask God to forgive you and ask Jesus to be your Savior.”
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Step 3: explore more

Choose from these activity options to help children explore the lesson further.

option 1: John 3:16 review
Review the motions to John 3:16 from last week. John 3:16 is the key to the resurrection story, so it 
is important that children are familiar with it. The following motions will help them memorize the first 
half of John 3:16. Practice until they can do it by themselves.

God (Point up.)

Loved the world so much (Hug yourself.)

That he gave (Act like you are giving someone a present.)

His one and only Son. (Hold up one finger.)

Close by saying, “What Jesus did was not easy. He died for our sins because he loves us so much 
and he wants to live with us forever in heaven.”

Option 2: Clothespin Butterflies
Stuff you need: wooden pinch clothespins, washable markers, spray bottle of water, coffee filters, 
small googly eyes, glue, chenille craft stems

Lead the children in the following craft. Smooth the pleats out of a coffee filter. Color the filter with 
the markers in any design. Spray the filter lightly with water so the marker runs and has a tie-dye 
effect. Fold the filter in strips, back and forth, as if you were making a fan. Pinch it in the middle, 
and slide the middle into the pinch-side of the clothespin. Spread out the coffee filter to create the 
butterfly’s wings. Cut a 6-inch piece of chenille stem. Fold it in half and fold, roll, or spiral the ends to 
create the antennae. Slide the fold into the pinch-side also. Glue on the googly eyes.

option 3: the right Key
Stuff you need: The Right Key Activity Sheet, crayons

Hand out the activity sheets to the children. Talk to the children about opening locks and doors 
using a key. (It has to fit exactly, it has to be the right one, you have to hold it the right way and turn 
it the right way.) Have children color the lock and key.

option 4: Jesus Is risen!
Stuff you need: Jesus Is Risen! Activity Sheet, crayons

Give an activity sheet to each child. Review the story of Jesus rising from the dead. How did that 
wonderful event give us new life? Where will that new life be? Talk about heaven and what heaven 
will be like. Have the children draw and color their idea of what heaven will be like.
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option 5: resurrection easter eggs
Stuff you need: hardboiled eggs (a couple for each child to dye), tissue paper, bowls for water, 
paper towel

1. Tear up tissue paper into sections. Size and shape will not matter.

2. Dip paper towel into the water and wet the egg.

3. Place a piece of tissue paper on the egg.

4. Run a damp cloth over the tissue paper to smooth it down.

5. Repeat steps 2–4 until the entire egg is covered.

Step 4: goINg home

Before sending children home, give each a copy of The Story Preschool Trading Card 27. Say, “The 
front of this card will remind you that God raised Jesus from the dead. Show your parents the 
back and tell them that God is our Savior.” Have them practice saying this before they leave.

Use The Story for Little Ones or The Story Preschool Trading Cards to review past stories and Bible 
points.

Make sure each child takes home a copy of the Trading Card, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the 
Parents’ Page.




