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Step 1: Come together

Say, “Let’s find out how much you know about babies. If you have ever seen a baby, stand up. 
If you have never seen a baby, sit down.” Give children time to move, and then have them all sit 
down again.

“If you have ever held a baby, stand up. If you have never held a baby, sit down.” Give children 
time to move, and then have them all sit down again.

“If you have ever fed a baby, stand up. If you have never fed a baby, sit down.” Give children 
time to move, and then have them all sit down again.

“If you have a baby in your family, stand up. If you don’t have a baby in your family, sit down.” 
Give children time to move, and then have them sit down again.

Have the whole class sit down, and let a couple of children tell you about babies they know. Then ask:

•	Why do people like babies?

•	Who usually takes care of babies?

Say, “Babies are very special people. They need adults, like parents or grandparents, to take 
care of them, and everyone is very happy when a baby is born. Today’s Bible story is about a 
baby whom God’s people had waited to see for many years. This baby was God’s Son.”

Step 2: hear the Story

First, read aloud Chapter 22, “Baby Jesus,” from The Story for Little Ones.

Follow the directions to present the following Bible story.

Divide the class into three groups. The first group will be the Waiting People. When you point to 
them, they should yell, “We are waiting for a Savior!” The second group will be the Angels. When 
you point to them, they should wave their arms like wings and say, “Do not be afraid!” The third 

Bible Basis: John 1:1–18; Luke 1:26–2:20

Bible Verse: “[The angel said,] ‘Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is 
Christ the Lord.’” —Luke 2:11, NIrV

Bible Point: God sent his Son to save all people. You can trust Jesus to help you, too.

Resource: The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 22: “Baby Jesus”
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group will be the Joyful Ones. When you point to them, they should say, “Jesus is born!” Practice 
with the children, and then begin the Bible story.

In the very beginning, God created the world. Adam and Eve were the first people. They were 
also the first people to disobey God and his commands. This is called sin. Then God gave 
Moses the Ten Commandments. These commandments helped people to know when they had 
disobeyed God and sinned. People had to bring sacrifices to ask forgiveness of their sin. But 
God’s people also knew that eventually God would send someone to Earth who would not sin. 
He would be perfect. He would be the one and only sacrifice ever needed. This man would be 
called the Savior, because he would save people from their sins. (Point to the Waiting People.)

Then one day, an angel came to a girl named Mary. The angel spoke to her. (Point to the Angels.) 
“Will you be the mother of the Savior?” he asked her.

Mary said she would. She told Joseph what the angel said to her. What Mary said worried 
Joseph. Then an angel spoke to Joseph. (Point to the Angels.) “Mary will be the mother of the 
Savior,” the angel said to Joseph.

Joseph understood. He and Mary needed to take a long trip to a town called Bethlehem. They 
spent many days traveling. After Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem, Mary gave birth to 
Jesus. (Point to the Joyful Ones.) Jesus, God’s Son, was born! He was the Savior. (Point to the 
Waiting People.)

Nearby, shepherds watched their sheep. Many angels appeared to them. (Point to the Angels.) 
“Go see the Messiah,” the angels said. They knew where baby Jesus was, because God put a 
star over the stable where he was born.

The shepherds went to see baby Jesus. Seeing baby Jesus made them happy. (Point to the 
Joyful Ones.) They had waited so long for a Savior, and he had finally come. (Point to the Waiting 
People.) We call this the very first Christmas.

Ask:

•	Who were the first people to sin? (Adam and Eve)

•	What is sin? (disobeying God)

•	What did God give to the people so they would know when they had sinned? (the Ten 
Commandments)

•	What were the people waiting for? (a Savior)

•	Who was the mother of the Savior? (Mary)

•	What was the baby’s name? (Jesus)

•	Who went to see baby Jesus? (the shepherds)

•	What do we call the holiday that celebrates Jesus’ birth? (Christmas)

Say, “God sent his Son to save all people. He is the Savior. You can trust Jesus to be your 
Savior, too.”

Pray that the children will understand that Jesus is the Savior.
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Step 3: explore more

Choose from these activity options to help children explore the lesson further.

option 1: Star ornament
Stuff you need: stars cut from cardboard, aluminum foil, hole punch, Christmas ribbon

Say, “We are going to make a star ornament to remind us of the star over Jesus’ stable.”

Give each child a cardboard star and a few sheets of aluminum foil. Have them wrap the star in the 
foil—it doesn’t have to be perfect; there is no right or wrong way to do it. Punch a hole in the top, 
and string Christmas ribbon through it to create a Christmas tree ornament. If you have extra time, 
children could put Christmas stickers on their stars.

option 2: Birthday music Celebration
Stuff you need: a music player, or piano/piano player

Sing Christmas songs to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

option 3: god’s messengers
Stuff you need: God’s Messengers Activity Sheet, crayons

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk about angels while the children color. Have children take the 
picture home to remind them of the story of baby Jesus.

option 4: our Savior has Come
Stuff you need: Our Savior Has Come Activity Sheet, crayons

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk about Jesus’ birth. Ask the children what they think it 
would have felt like to be there at that special time. Then direct the children to color the picture of 
the first Christmas.

option 5: Christmas ornaments
Stuff you need: clear glass ornaments (or plastic if you can find ones that have removable tops), 
acrylic craft paint in a variety of colors. Caution! Have children wear old clothes or smocks, as 
this paint will stain. Or, for less mess, have children fill the ornaments with lengths of a variety of 
Christmas ribbons (10–12 ribbon lengths each, in 4 or 5 different colors and patterns).

Preparation: Put a plastic drop cloth on the floor in case some paint spills.

Carefully remove the top of the ornament: pull the top off a little, then pinch the two wires together 
to pull the top the rest of the way off. Let children pick out their paint colors. Two or three usually 
work best.
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Let child squeeze paint in the ornament. You can add all of the colors at once, because the paint 
won’t mix.

Have child turn the ornament, being careful not to turn it completely upside down so the paint 
spills out. Keep turning until paint covers the entire inside of the ornament. Let the paint dry before 
putting the top back on the ornaments for your children.

Step 4: goINg home

Before sending children home, give each a copy of The Story Preschool Trading Card 22. Say, “The 
front of this card will remind you that God sent a Savior for the world. Show your parents the 
back and tell them that you can believe that Jesus is your Savior, too.” Have them practice 
saying this before they leave.

Use The Story for Little Ones or The Story Preschool Trading Cards to review past stories and 
Bible points.

Make sure each child takes home a copy of the Trading Card, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the 
Parents’ Page.




