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Step 1: Come together

Say, “What is the name of one animal?” Let one child answer. “Good. Let’s act like that 
animal.” (Act like that animal. Repeat until you have acted out an animal for each child. Duplicate 
animals are okay.)

Ask:

•	How is a cow different than an elephant? A cat than a dog? A snake than a horse?

•	How is a cow different than you? An elephant? Cat? Dog? Snake? Horse?

Say, “God made everything. In our Bible story today, we’re going to hear about how he did that.”

Step 2: hear the Story

First, read aloud Chapter 1, “In the Beginning,” from The Story for Little Ones.

Follow the directions to present the following Bible story.

Say, “In the beginning, there was nothing. Then God said, ‘Let there be light.’ How did God 
make light? God spoke.”

Repeat your question and have children shout, “God spoke.”

Say, “And there was light. God said the light was day and the darkness was night. He said light 
was good.”

Have children cheer, “Hurray for light!”

Say, “Then God told air to go between the water in the sky and the water on the Earth. How 
did God separate the water? (God spoke.) And the water was divided. God said the water on 
either side of the air was good.”

Have children cheer, “Hurray for air and water!”

Bible Basis: Genesis 1:1–2:5, 18–25

Bible Verse: “When God created man, he made him in his own likeness.” —Genesis 5:1, NIrV

Bible Point: God made everything. God made you, too.

Resource: The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 1: “In the Beginning”

IN the BegINNINg
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Say, “Then God spoke again. He told land, plants, stars, the sun, the moon, birds, and animals 
to appear. How did God make them? (God spoke.) And there were land, plants, stars, the sun, 
the moon, birds, and animals. God said that they were all good.”

Have children cheer, “Hurray for everything!”

Say, “Then God did something different. He made people out of the dust on the ground. He 
also made people in his likeness. This means they resembled God. They were similar to him, 
like when someone tells you that you look like your mom or dad. God breathed life into the 
people. He made people in a different way than he made everything else. How did God make 
everything but people? (God spoke.) And then he made people. The first people’s names were 
Adam and Eve. God said that what he made was good. Turn to the child next to you and say, 
‘God did a good job when he made you.’” (Give children time to do this.)

Say, “On the last day of Creation, God rested. He did not make anything new. The world 
was ready, and he had made people who could know and enjoy him. God rested because his 
creation work was done.”

After the Bible story, ask:

•	How did God make light? Water? Air? Land? Plants? The sun? The moon? Stars? Birds? 
Animals? (He spoke.)

•	How did God make people different? (God made them in his image and breathed life into 
them.)

Pray with the children, thanking God for making everything, including all of you.

Step 3: explore more

Choose from these activity options to help children explore the lesson further.

option 1: god Created animals
Say, “Today we’re learning that God made everything. God made all the animals, including 
birds! What are some of the birds God created? (various answers) We are going to play a game 
using the names of some of the birds God created!”

Play a simplified game of “Duck, Duck, Goose.” All the children sit in a circle and one person is “It.” 
That child taps each child on the head and says, “Duck,” until It chooses one child as the “Goose.” 
The “Goose” chases “It” around the circle and tries to tag “It.” Whether or not the “Goose” makes 
the tag, it is that person’s turn to be “It.” Do not use the “mush pot” in the middle. You can use a 
different animal pair in each round, such as Fish and Dolphin or Cow and Horse.

Close the game by saying, “God made everything, including all the birds and animals. He made 
you and me in his likeness.”
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option 2: In his likeness
Have children spread out so they have plenty of space around them. Then act out Genesis 5:1 
together:

“When God created man, he made him in his own likeness.”

When God (Point to the sky.)

Created (Cup hands as if you are forming a mud ball in them.)

Man (Point to yourself and those around you.)

He (Point to the sky.)

Made him (Cup hands as if you are forming a mud ball in them.)

In his own likeness (Act like you are holding up a hand mirror and then point to the sky.)

Genesis (Put flattened hands, palms up, together, as if they are a book.)

5 (Hold up hand with five fingers splayed.)

1 (Hold up one finger.)

Repeat the actions together until children have learned Genesis 5:1. After the memorization activity, 
discuss these questions.

•	Whom did God make?

•	How did he make people different than animals?

Say, “God made you special. God made everything. He made you, too!”

option 3: god made me Special
Stuff you need: paper, finger paint, white card stock, hand wipes

Say, “When God made you, he made you special. No one else has the same handprint as you. 
Let’s celebrate that right now by making a print of your special hand.”

Coat the children’s hands in finger paint and press onto the paper, making a print of their very own 
special handprint. Immediately use the hand wipes to wipe off extra paint.

option 4: god made the Stars and Sky
Stuff you need: foil star stickers, blue construction paper, white crayons

Say, “It’s amazing to think that God created the sky and stars! Let’s celebrate God’s creation by 
thinking about the night sky.”

Help the children create a nighttime sky scene. Put the star stickers on the paper, and use the white 
crayon to create a moon and clouds.
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option 5: “thank you, god!”
Say, “God created so many good things! Let’s thank God for all he created.”

Sit in a circle. Have a leader walk around the outside of the circle and randomly tap children on the 
head. When a child is tapped, that child gets to jump up and say, “Thank you, God, for ——.” (The 
child can fill in the blank with anything they’d like.) The child then sits back down when their turn is 
done. Try to make sure each child gets a turn.

option 6: In his likeness
Stuff you will need: clothespins (not the pinch type; the wooden type with the round top), chenille 
craft stems in a variety of colors cut in half, markers in a variety of colors

Say, “Earlier we talked about how God made people in his likeness. That means we are similar 
to God, just as you are similar to your mom or dad. We are going to make clothespin people 
that look similar to you.”

Give each child a clothespin and a chenille stem that is the same color as the shirt they are wearing. 
Help them twist the chenille stem around the clothespin to create arms. Then help them draw eyes 
and hair on the clothespin that match their own hair and eye colors.

Step 4: goINg home

Before sending children home, give each a copy of The Story Preschool Trading Card 1.

Say, “The front of this card will remind you that God made everything. Show your parents the 
back and tell them that God made you in his likeness.” Have them practice doing this before they 
leave.

As you are waiting for parents to pick up their children, use The Story for Little Ones or The Story 
Preschool Trading Cards to review past stories and Bible points.

Make sure each child takes home a copy of the Trading Card, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the 
Parents’ Page.




