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THE rESUrrECTION

Bible Basis: Matthew 28:2–8, 16–20; Luke 24:36–49; John 20:1–6

Key Verse: He is not here! He is risen, just as he said he would. —Matthew 28:6, NIrV

Bible Point: God raised Jesus from the dead. God gives me new life, too.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 27: “The Resurrection” 

STEp 1: COmE TOGETHEr

Stuff You Need: paper, black marker

You can do this activity with a few volunteers or have all the children do it, depending on your 
setting. Make a black dot, about a quarter inch in diameter at one end of the paper. Then write the 
numbers 1 through 7 across the page about an inch apart. Cover your right eye and hold the paper 
at arm’s length in front of you with your left hand. Look at the dot. Then look at each of the numbers, 
keeping the dot in your side vision. The dot will “disappear” around number 5. Talk about:

•	What happened to the dot? Is it still there? Explain. 

•	Have you ever seen something that seemed to disappear?

Say, In the Bible story today, we’ll find out about something that disappeared—and it was a 
happy surprise.

STEp 2: HEAr THE STOrY

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 27

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 27. You can also have the children find Luke 23, 
Matthew 28, or John 20 and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the 
Scripture passages listed throughout the story.

Jesus rose from the Dead
Choose four readers for the parts in the script. If you wish, you can dress them in Bible-time clothing. 
Then teach these actions for the rest of the children to do in response to the cue words in bold print.

Jesus—touch the tip of the right middle finger to the left palm, then touch the left middle finger 
to the right palm

Disciples—put arms around each others’ shoulders

Tomb—scrunch down as if in a cave



THE STORY FOR KIDS: Later Elementary  LESSON GUIDE: Lesson 27 116

Angel—use hands to make halos above their heads

Reader 1: It was a sad, sad day when Jesus died. The religious leaders didn’t like the things he 
said and did, and they made up lies about him. 

Reader 2: Soldiers nailed him to a cross, and he died. His friends, the disciples, didn’t know 
what to think. 

Reader 3: How could this happen to Jesus? What was going to happen to the disciples? 

Reader 4: Read Luke 23:52–53. A big stone blocked the opening to the cave.

Reader 4: Jesus had promised to come back to life in three days. The religious leaders 
remembered he said that, and they wanted to make sure no one could think it had really 
happened. 

Reader 1: They put soldiers in front of the tomb to make sure no one tried to steal Jesus’ body 
and pretend he was alive. 

Reader 2: No one really thought Jesus would come back to life. But after three days, the 
soldiers were in for a disappearing act. 

Reader 3: Read Luke 24:1. 

Reader 4: But what about the big stone?

Reader 1: How were the women going to get to Jesus’ body?

Reader 2: There was a powerful earthquake! 

Reader 3: An angel of the Lord came down from heaven and rolled the huge stone away from 
the tomb. 

Reader 4: The angel sat on the stone. His body shone like lightning, and his clothes were as 
white as snow. 

Reader 1: The guards were so afraid of the angel that they shook and became like dead men. 

Reader 2: Read Matthew 28:5–6.

Reader 3: Had Jesus disappeared? 

Reader 4: No, not disappeared. 

Reader 1: Risen! The angel said:

Read Matthew 28:7.
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Reader 3: So the women hurried away from the tomb. They were afraid but full of joy at the 
same time. They ran to tell the disciples about the angel and the empty tomb. 

Read John 20:307. 

Reader 1: The disciples didn’t know what to think. Had Jesus disappeared?

Reader 2: No, not disappeared. 

Reader 3: Risen! 

Reader 4: The only things they found were the strips of cloth the body had been wrapped in. 

Reader 1: When they got back home, they talked with the other disciples about what they had 
seen at the tomb. 

Reader 2: The disciples were still talking about the angel and the empty tomb when Jesus 
himself suddenly stood among them. 

Reader 3: He didn’t come in through a door or a window. 

Reader 4: He was just there! They thought they were seeing a ghost! 

Read Luke 24:38–39. 

Reader 2: Read Luke 24:40–42.

Reader 3: It took a while for the disciples to understand that Jesus was really back. 

Reader 4: After all, people don’t come back from the dead every day. 

Reader 1: So for the next few weeks, Jesus showed up sometimes to remind the disciples of his 
teachings. 

Reader 2: It was important for them to know why he died and came back to life, because it 
would be up to them to tell everyone else what they saw and heard. 

Reader 3: Finally, Jesus told his disciples to go to a mountain, and he came to them there. 

Read Matthew 38:19. 

Read Matthew 28:20. 

Reader 2: God raised Jesus from the dead. God gives us new life, too. 

Reader 3: When we believe in Jesus, we can live with him forever. 

Reader 4: And that’s great news for everyone! 
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After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 27. 
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about Jesus’ resurrection. As a class, read the key 
verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

•	What surprising news did the angel have?

•	Why was Jesus rising from the dead so important?

Say, God raised Jesus from the dead! God has the power to give us new life, too. He wants us 
to be with him forever. 

Collect the cards for now. You’ll send them home with the children later.

STEp 3: ExpLOrE mOrE

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further. 

Option 1: Group Sculpture
Stuff You Need: clay or play dough, cardboard, toothpicks, plastic knives, other decoration supplies

If you want to make homemade play dough, mix 2 cups of flour, 1 cup of salt, and 1 cup of water.

Say, The Bible story today had an unexpected twist. People were expecting Jesus to stay dead, 
but he didn’t. Let’s make a picture of this unexpected event. Talk briefly about what elements the 
resurrection scene should contain, such as tomb, stone, angel, women. Press the dough out flat onto 
the cardboard. If it doesn’t seem to be sticking, add a little water. Use the dough like a canvas. With 
toothpicks and plastic knives, draw the elements of the resurrection scene. If you have extra dough, 
kids can sculpt 3-D pieces to add to the picture. As the children work, talk about: 

•	What do you think is the most amazing part of that first Easter morning?

•	Tell me in your own words why God raised Jesus from the dead. 

Say, God raised Jesus from the dead! God has the power to give us new life, too. He wants us 
to be with him forever. Set the project aside to dry and enjoy it together in coming weeks. 

Option 2: resurrection Drama
Stuff You Need: Bible

Optional: Bible-time clothes, props, video recording device

Have the children use the Bible passages from today’s story to put on a drama about Jesus’ 
resurrection using their own words. Encourage them to use Bible-time clothes and other props. If 
you have access to a video recording device, record the final performance. 
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Option 3: Were You There?
Stuff You Need: Were You There? Activity Sheet, Bibles, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Say, Jesus rising from the dead is a miracle. There were 
witnesses to that great and unforgettable event. Have the children think about what it might have 
been like to witness Jesus rising. On the activity sheet, have each child write a narrative, describing 
what it was like for them to witness Jesus’ rising from the dead. Have them write it from the 
perspective of one of the women, a soldier/guard, or someone else in the garden. Share the stories 
with the class and encourage them to take them home to share with their families.

Option 4: New Life
Stuff You Need: art supplies, paper, markers or crayons

What does it mean to say that God gives us new life?

Have individuals tell their ideas of what this means. 

Explain how it happens. Do we really die and come to life again? Or does it mean that God 
changes the life that we have to something better or more fun?

What does Jesus have to do with this new life?

Using art supplies like paper, paint, markers, glue, and crayons, create a before and after 
picture. We all have read the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection and the new life he offers 
us, but this is a before and after picture of you. Fold the paper in half the long way. Draw 
yourself as you are now and then yourself in your new life with Jesus. Be creative and use 
materials to create 3-D features. Share with the group what you have drawn and what the 
difference is in your life.

STEp 4: GOING HOmE

Pray in small groups, thanking God for the new life he gives us through Jesus. Make sure each 
child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 27, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the 
Parents’ Page.




