
Bible Basis: Matthew 19:13–15; Mark 10:13–16; Luke 18:15–17

Key Verse: Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me. Don’t keep them away. The kingdom of 
heaven belongs to people like them.”  —Matthew 19:14, NIrV

Bible Point: Jesus, the Son of God, told the children to come to him. I am important to Jesus.

Reference: The Story for Children, Chapter 25: “Jesus, the Son of God”

JESUS, THE SON OF GOD
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STEp 1: COmE TOGETHEr

Start your class with a discussion about blessing. Talking about blessing will help the children take 
what they already know about blessings and apply it to the Bible story. Gather your class around 
you. Pretend to sneeze. See if a child says, “God bless you.” If not, ask questions about what you say 
after someone sneezes. Ask,

•	Why do we say “Bless you” or “God bless you” after someone sneezes? (The origin of this 
custom is not known, so let your class have fun thinking of reasons why.)

•	What does it mean to bless someone? (Let children share their ideas here. You will spend the 
rest of the lesson talking about what this means.)

•	Do you think blessings are important? Why?

Say, We’ve talking about blessings. In today’s Bible story, we are going to learn about some 
parents who wanted Jesus to bless their children.  

STEp 2: HEAr THE STOrY

Stuff You Need: Copies of The Story for Children, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 25

Optional: Bible-time outfits

Tell the story from The Story for Children, Chapter 25. You can also have children find Mark 10 and 
mark it in their Bibles. The children can follow along when Thaddeus reads the Scripture passage 
listed in the story. 

Important people
Today’s story is a drama with Thaddeus and Bartholomew, two of Jesus’ disciples. If available, let the 
actors dress up in Bible-time clothes. You will need two volunteers for this drama. Consider asking 
children ahead of time and letting them read through the script before class starts.
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Thaddeus: Hi! My name is Thaddeus. I’m one of Jesus’ 12 disciples. And this is Bartholomew. 
He’s also one of Jesus’ disciples.

Bartholomew: We thought we knew Jesus pretty well. After all, we had been traveling with him 
for awhile and listening to him teach. He’d done some amazing things.

Thaddeus: Remember when he fed five thousand men with five loaves of bread and two fish 
from a little boy’s lunch? We thought we were going to look really silly trying to feed that many 
people with so little food.

Bartholomew: And when Jesus walked on water and calmed a furious storm. He’d healed so 
many people, too.

Thaddeus: What about that time with Lazarus?

Bartholomew: I wouldn’t have ever believed it if I hadn’t seen it with my own eyes. Jesus had 
a good friend named Lazarus. One day Jesus heard that Lazarus was really sick, but by the time 
we got to Lazarus’ house, he had been dead for four days. We all knew that Jesus could heal 
sick people, and we didn’t understand why Jesus hadn’t helped Lazarus.

Thaddeus: We walked to Lazarus’ tomb and Jesus asked for the stone to be rolled away. So, 
some people rolled the stone away.

Bartholomew: (Holding his nose and making a face.) Ugh! When they rolled away the stone, it 
smelled awful!

Thaddeus: But Jesus didn’t seem to care. He prayed and then shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” 
We all watched in amazement as Lazarus walked out of that tomb alive and well, as if he’d never 
been sick.

Bartholomew: Jesus is always surprising us with the things he does, but we still thought we 
knew Jesus pretty well.

Thaddeus: One day, Jesus had been teaching the people. When Jesus teaches, everyone tries 
to get close to Jesus. They know he’s pretty special. This time, parents were trying to get their 
children close to Jesus. They wanted Jesus to bless their children.

Bartholomew: See, blessings were really important. A blessing is more than fancy words.

Thaddeus: We had htis one covered. Teaching crowds is hard work. We thought Jesus should 
have a break from teaching and rest for a while. So, we sent the parents and the children away. 
“Not now,” we said. “Jesus has mroe important things to do.” After all, if Jesus is the Son of 
God, he should be spending time with important people like our leaders. So, we kept sending 
them away. We didn’t want the children to take up Jesus’ time.

Bartholomew: Then, Jesus got angry. We didnt’  know why he was so angry. We were only 
trying to help him. If we hadn’t sent them away, every child from miles around would have come 
to be blessed by Jesus. He could have been there all night blessing the children.
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Thaddeus: What did we do this time? We were always getting into trouble for things. But, every 
time, Jesus would forgive us.

Bartholomew: What Jesus said was so important that our friends Matthew and Mark wrote 
about it in their books about Jesus’ life. Luke even wrote about it, too.

Thaddeus: (Read Mark 10:14b–15.) Jesus told the children to come. When he said that, some of 
the children wiggled out of their parents’ hands and ran to Jesus. Others were shy and tried to 
hide behind their parents. Jesus took some of the children in his arms and gave them hugs. He 
put his hands on some of their heads. He blessed all of them. By the time Jesus was done, even 
the shy children were trying to get close to Jesus.

Bartholomew: We were right about one thing. Children came from everywhere to be blessed 
by Jesus. He said that to receive the kingdom of God you have to have faith like a little child 
and just believe. I guess we still have a lot to learn from Jesus, but we know that children are 
important to Jesus. We dwon’t make that mistake again!

After ou have told the BIble story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 25. 
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you what the picture tells them about Jesus. As a class, 
read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

•	What did Jesus do in the story?

•	What does this story show about Jesus and children?

Say, Jesus told the children to come to him. Spending time with someone can show they are 
important to you.

Collect the cards for now. You’ll send them home with children later.

STEp 3: ExpLOrE mOrE 

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

Option 1: Come to me Game
Play this active gave with your class to help them remember that Jesus told the children to come to 
him. Have one volunteer play Jesus. If you are uncomfortable with a child playing Jesus or you have 
a small class, you can stand in the center. Divide the class into two groups. One group will be the 
disciples and will stand around Jesus. The other group will be children trying to get to Jesus. The 
disciples try to keep the children from getting to Jesus. If the child in the middle says, “Come to me,” 
the disciples must let the children come. Switch roles so children get to participate in a variety of roles.

Option 2: magic Scratch poster
Stuff You Need: sheets of magic scratch paper, scratch tools such as a pencil or a bamboo skewer

Let your class make colorful poster reminders that they are important to Jesus. Give a sheet of magic 
scratch paper and a scratch tool to each child. Explain to the children that they should use their tool 
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to scrape off the black surface to reveal beautiful colors. Have the children scratch out th words, “I 
am important to Jesus” on their poster and add any designs that they want. Encourage children to 
hang the poster in their bedrooms, a school locker, or anywhere they will be reminded that they are 
important to God. You can find magic scratch paper at many crat supply stores, online, or you can make 
your own by filling a sheet of paper with color from crayons and then painting over it with black paint.

Option 3: Blessing Search
Stuff You Need: Blessing Search Activity Sheet, Bibles, concordance, pencils

Optional: BIble dictionary

Jesus blessed the children. Let your class go on a search in their Bibles for other blessings in the Bible. 
Give an activity sheet to each child. If you have a large class, divide into small groups to work together. 
Show your class how to use a concordance and a Bible dictionary to find passages about blessings. They 
can write down the passage and what they learn about blessings on the activity sheet. If you divided your 
class into small groups, have each group share what they learned before ending the activity. 

Option 4: Write a Blessing
Stuff You Need: paper, pens, BIbles, whiteboard, and marker

Optional: dictionary diefinition of the words bless and blessing

Blessing was an important concept in today’s lesson. In this activity your class will further discuss 
blessings and then write a blessing for someone they know. Ask:

•	After our lesson, what do you think a blessing is? Did your definitions of blessing change?

•	What does it mean to bless someone? (After these two questions, share the definitions of bless 
and blessing.)

•	What are important words or parts of a blessing? (Write these on a whiteboard. If children 
have completed Option 3 previous to this activity, they should have examples of different bless-
ings in the Bible.)

Say, Now that we’ve talked about blessings some more, you are going to write a blessing for 
someone you know. It might be a parent or grandparent, a sibling, a friend, or another person 
you know. Use the important words and parts of a blessing to help you write your blessing. Allow 
children to work on their blessings. Ask for volunteers to share their blessings, but don’t force anyone 
to share. Encourage children to share the blessing with the person they wrote it for this week.

STEp 4:  GOING HOmE

Spend time praying and blessing each child by name. If you feel comfortable, put your hand on the 
child’s head or shoulder as you bless them in Jesus’ name. Consider asking parents to come to class 
five minutes before the end of class to participate in this blessing with you. Make sure each child takes 
home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 25, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.




