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NO OrDINArY mAN

Bible Basis: Matthew 5:2–12; 6:5–15; 14:22–32; Mark 4:30–41; 6:30–44; Luke 10:25–37; 15:1–7; 
John 6:66–71

Key Verse: We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God. —John 6:69, NIrV

Bible Point: Jesus teaches his friends and the crowds. I can learn from Jesus. 

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 24: “No Ordinary Man” 

STEp 1: COmE TOGETHEr

As children gather, ask volunteers to tell you the hardest thing they ever had to learn in school. Then 
ask about the hardest thing they ever had to learn outside of school (sports skills, music, chores, 
etc.). Then see what the goofiest thing is the children ever had to learn. If someone has a skill to 
demonstrate and you have time and space, encourage the demonstration. Talk about:

•	If you want to learn something new, what do you do?

•	What’s your favorite way to learn something new?

Say, Our Bible story today is all about learning. Let’s see what we can learn about learning. 

STEp 2: HEAr THE STOrY

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 24, cell 
phone, Call-in Questions Activity Sheet

Optional: additional cell phones

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 24. Have the children find Matthew 6 and mark it in 
their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passage listed in the story.

Stories from Jesus
As you tell the story, children will make the sound of a phone ringing. Practice the sound ahead of 
time, and make sure children know which signal means to start making the sound and which signal 
means to stop. Hand out the Call-in Questions Activity Sheet to volunteers ahead of time, and after 
each ringing episode, have someone ask the next question. If you have cell phones, you could have 
children actually call the phone you’re using. As you begin telling the story, fidget with your phone.

I hope this phone has a lot of battery power left in it because I’m sure getting a lot of calls. 
Everyone seems to have a question about this Jesus fellow and the stories he’s telling. As 
soon as I put the phone down, it rings again. Give the signal for kids to make ringing sound.
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Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may I help you? Pause for Question 1: What is a parable? Yes, 
I can help you with that. A parable is a story that teaches an important truth. Jesus used 
parables to teach people truths about the kingdom of God. Parables were often about 
everyday things that the people knew well, like sheep or mustard seeds. For instance, if a 
shepherd has 100 sheep and one of them gets lost, the shepherd goes to look for it and 
celebrates when he finds it. God celebrates when a lost sinner comes home like lost sheep. 
Jesus’ friends and the crowds learned from these kinds of stories. Thank you for your call. 
Put the phone down. Give the signal for the phone to ring again.

Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may I help you? Pause for Question 2: Did Jesus have 
discussions with smart people? One time a young lawyer tried to trick Jesus. He asked, 
“What must I do to receive eternal life?” Jesus wasn’t about to be tricked. He said, “What 
does the law say?” He made the lawyer answer his own question. The man said, “Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and love your neighbor as you love yourself.” But 
the lawyer caught on that Jesus was trying to trick him back and said, “But who is my 
neighbor?” Jesus told another story, and the whole crowd listened in. He told about a man 
who was robbed and beaten up along the road. Two religious leaders saw him and walked 
by on the other side of the road so they wouldn’t have to help him. But a man from another 
country saw the man and took care of him. Then Jesus asked that smart lawyer, “Who was 
the neighbor?” The one who took care of the wounded man was the neighbor. Neighbors 
who need love are not hard to find. The people learned from hearing these discussions. 
Thank you for your call. Put the phone down. Give the signal for the phone to ring again. 

Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may I help you? Pause for Question 3: I’ve heard Jesus 
preached long sermons. Is that true? Oh, yes, they were quite long, but the people didn’t 
mind. Crowds would gather and spread out over the mountainside to listen to Jesus 
preach. He could preach as long as he wanted, and the people stayed and listened. I’d have 
to say the Sermon on the Mount was the most famous one. Jesus talked about his favorite 
topic, the kingdom of God. He let the people know what the kingdom of God would be like 
and how they could live in this great kingdom. The people who need God the most are the 
ones who live in his kingdom. The people learned from sermons. Thank you for your call. 
Put down the phone. Give the signal for the phone to ring.

Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may I help you? Pause for Question 4: Did Jesus answer 
questions about prayer? Yes, Jesus had a lot to say about prayer. He told the people not to 
brag when they prayed, but to be humble and pray in private. Prayer is not a way to show 
off that you know a bunch of fancy words. Prayer is about what’s going on in your heart. 
When his disciples said, “Teach us to pray,” he taught them Read Matthew 6:9–13. Jesus’ 
prayer is called the Lord’s Prayer and Christians all over the world pray this prayer. The 
people learned when Jesus answered questions. Thank you for your call.  Put the phone 
down. Give the signal for the phone to ring.

Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may I help you? Pause for Question 5: Did Jesus teach both 
large groups and small groups? It’s true that Jesus often taught to very large groups of 
people. Crowds followed him everywhere. But he also took time to be alone with his special 
group of disciples and teach them privately. Jesus’ friends learned when he spent time with 
them. Thank you for your call. Put the phone down. Give the signal for the phone to ring.
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Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may I help you? Pause for Question 6: Did Jesus use active 
learning techniques? Ah, that’s a very interesting question. Yes, he did. One time he took a 
boy’s lunch of five loaves and two fish and used it to feed more than five thousand people. 
Everyone participated in active learning that day! Another time, Jesus’ disciples saw him 
walking on the water—yes, walking on the water! Peter decided to try. As long as he kept 
his eyes on Jesus, Peter walked on water, too. But when Peter got scared, he sank. Jesus 
saved him, of course. But I’d have to say that was an active lesson for Peter. The people 
learned from seeing what Jesus did. Thank you for your call. Put the phone down. Give the 
signal for the phone to ring.

Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may I help you? Pause for Question 7: What did the crowds 
think of Jesus’ teaching? Great question! Jesus was no ordinary man. The people who 
listened to him teach were amazed at what he had to say, and they said, “We believe and 
know that you are the Holy One from God.” Thank you for your call. Put the phone down 
and look at your watch or a clock. 

Well, I see my shift is over. The questions just never seem to stop. I guess that’s because 
people never get tired of learning from Jesus, even two thousand years later. 

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 24. 
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about what Jesus is doing in the picture. Then ask 
them to tell you other things that Jesus did. As a class, read the key verse from the back of the card 
or from the Bible. Ask:

•	Name some of the ways that people learned from Jesus.

•	Name some ways that you can learn from Jesus.  

Say, We learn all kinds of stuff every day. Let’s not forget to learn from Jesus, too.

Collect the cards for now. You’ll send them home with the children later.

STEp 3: ExpLOrE mOrE

Choose any or all of these activity options to help the children explore the lesson further. 

Option 1: parable party
Stuff You Need: paper, pencils

Say, One of the most common ways that Jesus taught the people was to tell a kind of story 
called a parable. Review to see if the children understand what a parable is: a story that teaches 
a truth God wants us to learn. You could remind children of some of the more familiar parables in 
the gospels that they may recognize. Then encourage them to write their own parables. They can 
work in pairs or small groups. Assign each group an item and a topic from the lists below in any 
combination. Their task is to write a story about the item that teaches a truth about the topic. Ideally 
the item would represent something related to the topic.
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Items: iPod, DVD, stones, plastic bottles, rainbow, vacuum cleaner, mailbox

Topics: friendship, obedience, honesty, kindness, responsibility, courage, prayer

Hear the finished parables, then talk about:

•	How do stories help people learn important ideas?

•	Tell me about something you would like to learn from Jesus.

Say, The people in the Bible story learned from Jesus, and we can learn from Jesus, too. 

Option 2: Learning Lists
Stuff You Need: butcher paper or large newsprint pad, markers

Label one sheet of paper “Everything we believe about Jesus,” and label a second sheet “What I’d like 
to learn from Jesus.” Put both sheets up on the wall where children can get at them easily. If you have 
a large group, put up two sheets for each topic. Say, Our Bible verse says, “We believe and know 
that you are the Holy One of God” John 6:69. Take a minute to have children repeat the verse with 
you. Let’s make a list of everything we believe about God. Then we’ll make a list of things we’d 
like to learn from Jesus. Hand out markers and encourage the class to each write at least one thing 
on each list. Review the results together. Leave both lists on the classroom wall where you can look at 
them again over the next few weeks as you study more stories about Jesus. Talk about:

•	We can’t sit on the hillside and listen to Jesus talk, so how do we learn from Jesus today?

•	If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be?

Say, Jesus has as much to teach us as he did the people two thousand years ago. The question 
is, are we willing to learn? 

Encourage the children to make a plan to learn the answers to their questions.

Option 3: Find It!
Stuff You Need: index cards, Bible

Before class, write the books of the Bible on index cards, one book for each card. If you have a large 
class, you may want to make more than one set. Say, One way we learn from Jesus is to study the 
Bible. We are going to play a game to help us remember the books of the Bible. Explain that 
you will mix up the cards on a table and they will have to put the books back in order. To make the 
game active, have the children take cards, one at a time, to another area of your room to place in 
order. Allow children to use the table of contents in a Bible if they are having difficulty. If your class 
already knows the order of the books of the Bible well, have them group the books in topics such as 
Law, Prophecy, and History. 
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Option 4: Jesus, The master Teacher
Stuff You Need: paper, scissors, pens

Jesus has been called by many names and one of them is Teacher. He is the Master Teacher and 
the best source of information there is on God.

•	How did Jesus teach his disciples and the other people around him?

•	How does he teach us more than 2,000 years later? Give some specific examples of each. 
(his actions, his teaching, his miracles, the parables)

•	Do you think that the things Jesus did while on Earth are still effective teaching tools 
today?

Ahead of time, write the names of several parables and miracles on small strips of paper. Divide the 
class into small groups and have one person from each group choose a slip of paper. Allow time for 
the groups to write a skit dramatizing the parable or miracle they have chosen. Use things around 
the classroom as props. Be sure each group uses all of its members in the production.

STEp 4: GOING HOmE

Pray in small groups thanking God that we can learn from Jesus. Encourage children to choose a 
specific way they can learn from Jesus this week. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The 
Story Elementary Trading Card 24, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.




