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Bible Basis: Genesis 12:1–15:21

Key Verse: [God said,] “I will give you all of the land that you see. I will give it to you and your  
children after you forever. I will make your children like the dust of the earth.” —Genesis 13:15–16, NIrV

Bible Point: Abraham trusted God and obeyed. I can trust God, too.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 2: “God Builds a Nation”

GOD BUILDS A NATION

STEp 1: COmE TOGETHEr

Stuff You Need: Optional: spoonful of sand

Say, Everybody count to ten! Pause and count as a group. Good, you’re great counters. Now I’ll 
say some numbers, and you tell me what comes next. Give a string of long, complicated numbers 
and see if anyone can remember them well enough to tell you the next number correctly. For 
instance, use 1,438,659; 719,534,172; 23,629,743. Congratulate anyone who is right. Then ask:

•	Tell me something you wish you could have as much of as you want.

•	Besides money, what are some good things to have a lot of?

Optional: Draw a square inch shape on paper. Dribble in enough sand to fill the square, but only 
one layer deep. Ask kids how many grains of sand they think can fit in the square. You might want 
to give a volunteer the opportunity to try to count. The answer is about 10,000! Wow!

Say, In our Bible story today, God promises Abraham he’s going to have a lot of something that 
he doesn’t have any of! Let’s find out about that. 

STEp 2: HEAr THE STOrY

Stuff You Need: Bible, The Story Elementary Trading Card 2

Optional: crepe paper rolls

Divide your class into four groups. Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 2. As you tell the 
story, each group will move around your room to form a continuous border. If you have a small class, 
have the children pass a roll of crepe paper down the row, unrolling it as it goes, and hold that in 
place for a border. You can also have the children find Genesis 12 and mark it in their Bibles. Either 
you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed throughout the story.  

Read Genesis 12:1–2. Abram trusted God, so he packed up all his tents and everything he 
owned and left Haran, even though he didn’t know where he was going. 
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Send one-fourth of your class to stand along one edge of your space.

What do you need to build a great nation? Land and people—and Abram didn’t have either 
one, but he trusted God.

Move another group to a second edge of your space. Pace around within the borders being created. 

Abram moved to Canaan. Read Genesis 13:14–15. Abram trusted God, so he packed his 
tents again and kept moving.

Move another group to a third edge.

In Hebron, Abram built an altar to the Lord. Read Genesis 14:5–6 Abram trusted God, so he 
worshiped God. He went wherever God told him to go.

Move the last group to the fourth edge.

When Abram was 99 years old, God came to him and said, “You will be the father of many 
nations. Your name will now be Abraham. Nations and kings will come from you. I will be 
their God.” Abraham was very old and didn’t have any children, but he trusted God. And 
one day it all came true! Abraham had a son, who had two sons, and they had sons, and 
those sons formed new nations full of land and people. Abraham trusted God and obeyed. 
We can trust God to keep his promises, too! 

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 2. 
Ask children to look at the picture and try to count the stars. As a class, read the key verse from the 
back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

•	What did Abraham trust God for in this story?

•	How does Abraham’s story affect how you feel about trusting God? 

Collect the cards for now. You’ll send them home with the children later.

STEp 3: ExpLOrE mOrE

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further. 

Option 1: Abraham’s Journey
Stuff You Need: Abraham’s Journey Activity Sheet, string or yarn, markers, glue

Optional: PowerPoint slide entitled Abraham’s Journey,  projection equipment, and star stickers

Say, Abraham didn’t always know where he was going, but he trusted God to lead him safely. 
Let’s make a reminder of Abraham’s trust. Give an activity sheet to each child. Have the children 
label key spots along Abraham’s journey (Haran, Canaan, Hebron). Encourage the children to add 
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small reminders of the promises God made. Then use string or yarn and glue it down along the path 
Abraham took. If desired, the children can add a starry background to the map. 

•	How did Abraham show that he was trusting God?

•	How can you show that you are trusting God?

Close by saying, Abraham trusted God and obeyed him. You can trust God’s promises, too. 

Option 2: Too many to Count
Stuff You Need: scrap paper, pencils, four sets of items to count, watch with second hand

Play this game in groups of six to eight. The items to count can be simple things, such as pennies, 
buttons, paper clips, construction paper squares, or sticky notes in a stack. Set out one item at each 
of four stations around the room. Make sure there’s a different number of each item and enough to 
be challenging to count accurately and quickly. Give each player paper and a pencil.

Say, On Abraham’s journey, God kept giving him things to count, and it wasn’t easy! Explain 
that the children will go on a journey to four stations. At each station they’ll find something to count. 
They should count the items and record their answers. When everyone has played, compare answers 
and see if anyone counted the same. If you have an odd number, someone can be the timekeeper. 
Say, “Go,” and let the first player start. When that player moves to the second station, the next 
player begins. Keep time to see how long it takes the whole group from start to finish. If you have 
time, scramble up the number of items at each station and play again to try to beat the group time. 
Then discuss these questions:

•	How are God’s promises like something we can’t count?

•	Tell me something you’d like to trust God for.

Close by saying, God always keeps his promises, so we can trust him. 

Option 3: I Trust
Stuff You Need: paper and pencils

Optional: video recording device

Encourage children to think about trusting God. Talk about the following questions:

How did Abraham trust God in today’s Bible story? 

Do you know other Bible characters who trusted God? 

How can you trust God this week?

Have the children use what they have thought of in the previous questions to write a song about 
trusting God. Some children may find it easier to write new words to a familiar tune instead of 
making their own. If you have a video recording device, record the final song.
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Option 4: God’s promises
Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, concordance

Let the group know you are going to talk about promises. Have volunteers define the word 
“promise” and give examples of promises that were made to them. Ask:

How important are promises?

Do people take promises seriously?

Have the children make a list of promises that God has made. They can start with promises they 
know and then use Bibles and a concordance to find more promises God has made. When time is 
ending or children are becoming restless, ask:

Which of God’s promises means the most to you? Why?

How seriously does God take his promises?

STEp 4: GOING HOmE

At the end of the lesson, pray together, listing specific ways the children want to trust and obey God 
this week. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 2, Activity 
Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.




